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The Strengthening Families Protective Factors Framework, developed by the Center for the 
yĦĬ½Ł�ăÒ�yă·Ý§ò�oăòÝ·Ł�Ʀ�yyoƧƕ�Ù§ĝ�Ù§½�§�ĝÝÓúÝŌ·§úĦ�ÝúōĬÄú·Ä�ăú�ÙăĻ�·ÙÝò½ƪ�§ú½�Ò§ùÝòŁƪĝÄĖĺÝúÓ�
ēĖăÓĖ§ùĝ�ăēÄĖ§ĦÄ�§ú½�ĝĬēēăĖĦ�ÙÄ§òĦÙŁ�½ÄĺÄòăēùÄúĦ�§ú½�ĻÄòòƪ¶ÄÝúÓƚ�VăĻƕ�ù§úŁ�ăĖÓ§úÝŇ§ĦÝăú§ò�
partners and members of the Strengthening 
Families National Network are interested 
in looking beyond programs and services 
to apply a Protective Factors approach 
to transform communities, address root 
causes of adversity, and advance equity and 
ĝă·Ý§ò�ìĬĝĦÝ·Äƚ

In order to explore this interest, CSSP 
ē§ĖĦúÄĖÄ½� ĻÝĦÙ� ĝÄĺÄĖ§ò� ăĖÓ§úÝŇ§ĦÝăúĝ� Ħă�
½ÄĺÄòăēƕ�§½ùÝúÝĝĦÄĖƕ�§ú½�§ú§òŁŇÄ�ĦÙÄ�ĖÄĝĬòĦĝ�
ăÒ�§�ĝĬĖĺÄŁƚ�o§ĖĦÝ·Ýē§úĦĝ�ĻÄĖÄ�ĖÄ·ĖĬÝĦÄ½�ĺÝ§�
CSSP’s Strengthening Families newsletter 
and webinars, and by other Steering 
Committee members sharing it through 
ĦÙÄÝĖ� úÄĦĻăĖïĝƚ� ;ú� ĦăĦ§ò� śś� ĖÄĝēăú½ÄúĦĝ�
completed the survey, representing 
ăĖÓ§úÝŇ§ĦÝăúĝ� ĻăĖïÝúÓ� §Ħ� ¶ăĦÙ� ĝĦ§ĦÄ� §ú½�
òă·§ò�òÄĺÄòĝ�ÒĖăù�ŖŔ��ƚyƚ�ĝĦ§ĦÄĝƚ��ÙÝĝ�ĝĬĖĺÄŁ�
was designed to capture the various ways 
ăĖÓ§úÝŇ§ĦÝăúĝ� §ēēĖă§·Ù� ·ăùùĬúÝĦŁƪòÄĺÄò�
work focused on improving child and family 
outcomes at the population level, and their viewpoints on community conditions that support 
·ÙÝò½ĖÄú�§ú½�Ò§ùÝòÝÄĝƚ�

Introduction

Community-level work is 
ÀÄķãÄÀ�ÐÄôÄ�°÷�đçôÜ�°ÑâÄÀ�
°ü�¼ôÄ°üÑãÎ�ñç÷ÑüÑĐÄ�¼Ð°ãÎÄ�
Íçô�°�¼çââþãÑüē�°÷�°�đÐçÝÄȩ�
đÐÑ¼Ð�âÑÎÐü�Ñã¼ÝþÀÄ�ñçÝÑ¼ÑÄ÷ȩ�
ñôçÎô°â÷ȩ�ñþ»ÝÑ¼�âÄ÷÷°ÎÑãÎȩ�
ÑãÍô°÷üôþ¼üþôÄȩ�çô�¼çã¼ôÄüÄ�
÷þññçôü÷�Íçô�Í°âÑÝÑÄ÷Ȯ�LÐÑ÷�
¼çãüô°÷ü÷�đÑüÐ�ñôçÎô°â÷�çô�
ÑãÑüÑ°üÑĐÄ÷�°ÑâÄÀ�°ü�ÑâñôçĐÑãÎ�
çþü¼çâÄ÷�Íçô�ÑãÀÑĐÑÀþ°Ý÷�çô�
Í°âÑÝÑÄ÷ȩ�»þü�ãçü�ãÄ¼Ä÷÷°ôÑÝē�
üÐÄ�»ôç°ÀÄô�¼çââþãÑüēȮ

This work was carried out by an informal Steering Committee of partners, including the Center 
for the Study of Social Policy; the Center for the Prevention of Abuse and Neglect (University of 
Oregon), 90by30 initiative in Lane County, OR; Safe & Sound in San Francisco, CA; Colorado’s 
_ÒŌ·Ä�ăÒ�"§ĖòŁ��ÙÝò½Ùăă½Ɵ�ĦÙÄ��ÄúĦÄĖ�ÒăĖ�oĬ¶òÝ·�o§ĖĦúÄĖĝÙÝēĝ�ǡ�rÄĝÄ§Ė·Ù�§Ħ�ĦÙÄ��úÝĺÄĖĝÝĦŁ�ăÒ�
K§úĝ§ĝƟ�§ú½�ăĦÙÄĖĝƚ
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Participants described several factors that they believe must be present to ensure all families 
ĦÙĖÝĺÄƚ��ÙÝĝ� Ýú·òĬ½Ä½ƕ�¶Ėă§½òŁƔ� §Ƨ� ÄĕĬÝĦ§¶òÄ� §··Äĝĝ� Ħă�ÄĝĝÄúĦÝ§ò� úÄÄ½ĝƕ� ¶Ƨ� ĝă·Ý§ò� ĝĬēēăĖĦ� §ú½�
connection, c) racial and social justice, and d) a shift in the "social contract" to include shared 
·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ�ĖÄĝēăúĝÝ¶ÝòÝĦŁ�ÒăĖ�·ÙÝò½�§ú½�Ò§ùÝòŁ�ĻÄòòƪ¶ÄÝúÓƚ�"ŀ§ùēòÄĝ�ēĖÄĝÄúĦÄ½�¶Ł�ĖÄĝēăú½ÄúĦĝ�
ăÒ�úÄÄ½ĝ�ĻÝĦÙÝú�ĦÙÄĝÄ�·§ĦÄÓăĖÝÄĝ�§ĖÄ�òÝĝĦÄ½�¶ÄòăĻƚ

Essential/Basic Needs
• High quality, affordable, and equitable 
Ä§ĖòŁ�òÄ§ĖúÝúÓƟ�ïƪŕŖ�§ú½�§½ĬòĦ�Ä½Ĭ·§ĦÝăú

• Health care 
• Safe, affordable, and reliable housing
• Food security 
• Economic opportunities 
• 0§ùÝòŁƪÒĖÝÄú½òŁ�ÄùēòăŁùÄúĦ�

Social Support and Connection
• Neighborhood cohesion
• Ʊ�ÝòòÝúÓúÄĝĝ�Ħă�ĻăĖï�ĦăĻ§Ė½�òăúÓƪĦÄĖù�

cultural shifts” and to “address stigma 
related to child abuse”

• VăĖù§òÝŇ§ĦÝăú� ăÒ� ÙÄòēƪĝÄÄïÝúÓ�
behaviors 

• ��·ăòòÄ·ĦÝĺÄ�§·ïúăĻòÄ½ÓùÄúĦ�ĦÙ§Ħ�ē§ĖÄúĦÝúÓ�Ýĝ�Ù§Ė½�§ú½�§òò�ē§ĖÄúĦĝ�¶ÄúÄŌĦ�ÒĖăù�ĝĬēēăĖĦ�

Racial and Social Justice
• 0ăĝĦÄĖÝúÓ�§úĦÝƪĖ§·ÝĝĦ�§ú½�ÄĕĬÝĦ§¶òÄ�ĝă·Ý§ò�ĝĦĖĬ·ĦĬĖÄ
• Developing norms and practices that “address historical and structural racism” 
• �ăùùĬúÝĦŁ�ùÄù¶ÄĖĝ�·ăùùÝĦĦÝúÓ�Ħă�Ʊ§·ĦÝĺÄòŁ�ĻăĖï�Ħă�·Ù§úÓÄ�ĝŁĝĦÄùĝƪĻÝ½Ä�¶Ý§ĝ�ĝă�ĦÙ§Ħ�

all thrive”

Social Contract
• yÙÝÒĦ�Ýú�·ăùùĬúÝĦŁƪòÄĺÄò�ĝă·Ý§ò�úăĖùĝ
• Fundamental change in the "social contract" 
• 7ÝÓÙƪòÄĺÄò�ēĖÄĺÄúĦÝăú�ÄÒÒăĖĦĝ�§ú½�ùÄĝĝ§ÓÝúÓ�
• Restorative justice practices
• A culture of looking out for one another

Community Conditions that
Foster Thriving

E°¼Ñ°Ý
ˆ�Hç¼Ñ°Ý  
,þ÷üÑ¼e

�÷÷ÄãüÑ°Ýȴ

°÷Ñ¼�
Needs

Hç¼Ñ°Ý  
Hþññçôt &
�çããÄ¼üÑçn

Hç¼Ñ°Ý  
�çãüô°¼ü
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The vast majority of survey participants (úǊśŗ, 95%) reported that they are currently developing 
or implementing work related to creating community conditions for the prevention of child abuse 
§ú½�úÄÓòÄ·Ħ�§ú½ƠăĖ�ēĖăùăĦÝăú�ăÒ�¶ÄĦĦÄĖ�ăĬĦ·ăùÄĝ�ÒăĖ�·ÙÝò½ĖÄú�§ú½�ŁăĬĦÙƚ�IĬĝĦ�§�Ù§ú½ÒĬò�Ʀn=4, 
řǖƧ�ĖÄĝēăú½Ä½�ĦÙ§Ħ�ĦÙÄŁ�ĻÄĖÄ�úăĦ�·ĬĖĖÄúĦòŁ�½ăÝúÓ�ĦÙÝĝ�¶ĬĦ�ĻÄĖÄ�ÝúĦÄĖÄĝĦÄ½�Ýú�òÄ§ĖúÝúÓ�ùăĖÄƚ�

0ÝÒĦŁƪÄÝÓÙĦ�ē§ĖĦÝ·Ýē§úĦĝ� ƦśřǖƧ� ĖÄēăĖĦÄ½� ĦÙ§Ħ� ĦÙÄŁ�§ĖÄ�ĬĝÝúÓ�§�ĝēÄ·ÝŌ·� ÒĖ§ùÄĻăĖï�ăĖ� ĖÄĝăĬĖ·Ä�
Ħă�ÝúÒăĖù�ĦÙÄÝĖ�·ăùùĬúÝĦŁƪòÄĺÄò�ĻăĖï�ăú�·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ�·ăú½ÝĦÝăúĝƚ�U§úŁ�ĻÙă�ĖÄÒÄĖÄú·Ä½�ĝēÄ·ÝŌ·�
external frameworks referred to the Strengthening Families Protective Factors Framework, 
ĻÙÝ·Ù� Ýĝ�úăĦ�ĝĬĖēĖÝĝÝúÓ�ÓÝĺÄú�ĦÙÄ�úÄĦĻăĖïĝ� Ħă�ĻÙÝ·Ù�ĦÙÝĝ�ĝĬĖĺÄŁ�Ļ§ĝ�ĝÄúĦƚ��ùăúÓ�ĦÙăĝÄ�ĻÙă�
shared names of resources that were developed locally, many referred to work that was still 
Ĭú½ÄĖĻ§Łƚ

Partnerships in Community-Level Work
o§ĖĦÝ·Ýē§úĦĝ�ĖÄēăĖĦÄ½�ÄúÓ§ÓÝúÓ�§ú½�ē§ĖĦúÄĖÝúÓ�ĻÝĦÙ�§�ĻÝ½Ä�Ė§úÓÄ�ăÒ�ē§ĖĦúÄĖĝ�§Ħ�ĦÙÄ�òă·§ò�òÄĺÄòƚ�
Nearly all of those who responded (n=60) indicated that they were engaging and partnering with 
service providers (n=55) and with parents (n=53Ƨƕ�§ĝ�ĝÙăĻú�Ýú�ĦÙÄ�·Ù§ĖĦ�¶ÄòăĻ�Ʀ0ÝÓĬĖÄ�ŕƧƚ

Current Efforts

Figure 1. Who are you engaging and partnering with in this work? 
(check all that apply; n=60)

55 53
49

43
38

28

6
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Advancing equity is the 
driving motivation behind 

these efforts

Advancing equity is one of our 
main concerns and one of the 

ways we assess our effectiveness

Advancing equity is one 
of several concerns, but 
does not drive our work 

÷ÑÎãÑķ¼°ãüÝē

Advancing equity and 
addressing disparities is not a 

focus of our work

Figure 2. In what ways does a concern about advancing equity or addressing 
racial disparities and other inequities factor into your work? (n=55)

Attention to Social Justice, Issues of Equity, and Anti-Racism
Almost all participants reported that advancing equity or addressing racial disparities 
§ú½�ăĦÙÄĖ� ÝúÄĕĬÝĦÝÄĝ�Ļ§ĝ�ē§ĖĦ�ăÒ� ĦÙÄÝĖ�ĻăĖïƕ�§ĝ�ĝÙăĻú� Ýú� ĦÙÄ�·Ù§ĖĦ�¶ÄòăĻ� Ʀ0ÝÓĬĖÄ�ŖƧƚ��ĻÄòĺÄ�
ē§ĖĦÝ·Ýē§úĦĝ�ĖÄēăĖĦÄ½�ĦÙ§Ħ�§½ĺ§ú·ÝúÓ�ÄĕĬÝĦŁ�Ļ§ĝ�ĦÙÄ�½ĖÝĺÝúÓ�ùăĦÝĺ§ĦÝăú�¶ÄÙÝú½�ĦÙÄÝĖ�ÄÒÒăĖĦĝƚ�;ú�
§úăĦÙÄĖ�ĕĬÄĝĦÝăúƕ�ŕŔ�ē§ĖĦÝ·Ýē§úĦĝ�ƦŕŜǖ�ăÒ�ĦÙăĝÄ�ĖÄĝēăú½ÝúÓ�Ħă�ĦÙÄ�ÝĦÄùƧ�ĖÄēăĖĦÄ½�ĦÙ§Ħ�ĦÙÄŁ�Ù§½�
developed and applied an intentional race equity action plan at the community level, while the 
majority (n=46ƕ�ŜŖǖƧ�Ù§½�úăĦ�ŁÄĦ�½ăúÄ�ĝăƚ�
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;ú� §ú§òŁŇÝúÓ� ĖÄĝēăúĝÄĝƕ� ÝĦ� Ýĝ� ·òÄ§Ė� ĦÙ§Ħ� ĖÄÓ§Ė½òÄĝĝ� ăÒ� ĻÙÄĦÙÄĖ� ĦÙÄŁ� §ĖÄ� §òĖÄ§½Ł� ÝúĺăòĺÄ½� Ýú�
·ăùùĬúÝĦŁƪòÄĺÄò�ĻăĖïƕ� ĖÄĝēăú½ÄúĦĝ�ÙăēÄ�ĦÙ§Ħ�§�·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ�oĖăĦÄ·ĦÝĺÄ�0§·ĦăĖĝ�0Ė§ùÄĻăĖï�
·§ú�ÙÄòē�ĦÙÄù�ÝùēĖăĺÄ�ÙăĻ�ĦÙÄŁ�ĻăĖï�Ýú�§Ħ�òÄ§ĝĦ�ĦÙĖÄÄ�Ļ§ŁĝƔ�ŕƧ�·ăăĖ½Ýú§ĦÝúÓ�§·Ėăĝĝ�ĝŁĝĦÄùĝƕ�
2) communicating more effectively, and 3) shifting focus from intervention to prevention and 
ēĖăùăĦÝăúƚ�yÄĺÄĖ§ò�ĖÄĝēăú½ÄúĦĝ�ĝĬÓÓÄĝĦÄ½�ĦÙ§Ħ�§�
framework would offer assistance in coordinating 
§·Ėăĝĝ� ăĖÓ§úÝŇ§ĦÝăúĝ� ĻăĖïÝúÓ� ăú� ĝÝùÝò§Ė� ÝĝĝĬÄĝƕ�
ÓÝĺÄ� ăĖÓ§úÝŇ§ĦÝăúĝ� ĝÙ§ĖÄ½� ò§úÓĬ§ÓÄ� §ĖăĬú½�
important community conditions, and assist in 
transitioning approaches towards ensuring that all 
Ò§ùÝòÝÄĝ�Ù§ĺÄ�ĻÙ§Ħ�ĦÙÄŁ�úÄÄ½�Ħă�ĦÙĖÝĺÄƚ�

It is important to note that the four factors 
highlighted by this survey are important to 
ÄĺÄĖŁăúÄƕ� úăĦ� ăúòŁ� Ò§ùÝòÝÄĝ� §ú½� ·ÙÝò½ĖÄúƚ� �Ä� ·ăúĝÝ½ÄĖ� ĦÙÄĝÄ� ·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ� ·ăú½ÝĦÝăúĝ� Ħă� ¶Ä�
a public good and believe that strengthening them sets all individuals and families up for 
ĝĬ··Äĝĝƨē§ĖĦÝ·Ĭò§ĖòŁ� ĦÙăĝÄ� ĻÙă� Ù§ĺÄ� ¶ÄÄú� ù§ĖÓÝú§òÝŇÄ½� ¶Ä·§ĬĝÄ� ăÒ� ĦÙÄÝĖ� Ė§·Äƕ� ÄĦÙúÝ·ÝĦŁƕ�
§¶ÝòÝĦÝÄĝƕ�ÝùùÝÓĖ§ĦÝăú�ĝĦ§ĦĬĝƕ�ăĖ�ĝă·ÝăƪÄ·ăúăùÝ·�ĝĦ§ĦĬĝƚ

�Ä�§òĝă�ĖÄ§òÝŇÄ½�ĦÙ§Ħ�ĦÙÄĝÄ�oĖăĦÄ·ĦÝĺÄ�0§·ĦăĖĝ�§ĖÄ�ÝúĦÄĖĖÄò§ĦÄ½�§ú½�ùĬĦĬ§òòŁ�ĖÄÝúÒăĖ·ÝúÓƚ�0ăĖ�
Äŀ§ùēòÄƕ� ĝĬēēăĖĦÝúÓ�ÄĕĬÝĦ§¶òÄ�§··Äĝĝ� Ħă�ÄĝĝÄúĦÝ§ò�§ú½�¶§ĝÝ·�úÄÄ½ĝ�ĝĬēēăĖĦĝ�ĝă·Ý§ò� ìĬĝĦÝ·Äƚ�
�ÙÄ�¶Ýƪ½ÝĖÄ·ĦÝăú§ò�ĖÄò§ĦÝăúĝÙÝē�¶ÄĦĻÄÄú�Ä§·Ù�ăÒ�ĦÙÄ�ăĦÙÄĖ�·ăùùĬúÝĦŁƪòÄĺÄò�Ò§·ĦăĖĝ�§ú½�Ė§·Ý§ò�
and social justice leaves us considering whether it might be more accurate to view child 
ù§òĦĖÄ§ĦùÄúĦ�§ĝ�§�Ė§·Ý§ò�§ú½�ĝă·Ý§ò�ìĬĝĦÝ·Ä�ÝĝĝĬÄƕ�Ė§ĦÙÄĖ�ĦÙ§ú�§�ēĬ¶òÝ·�ÙÄ§òĦÙ�ÝĝĝĬÄƚ��

LÐÄ�¼çââþãÑüē�âþ÷ü�
ôÄ¼çÎãÑĖÄ�üÐ°ü�ñôçüÄ¼üÑãÎ�
¼ÐÑÝÀôÄã�°ãÀ�¼ôÄ°üÑãÎ�
ôÄ÷ÑÝÑÄãü�Í°âÑÝÑÄ÷�Ñ÷�
ÄĐÄôēçãÄȲ÷�Ûç»Ȯ

Looking to the Future
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�ÙÝĝ�ĝĬĖĺÄŁ�Ļ§ĝ�ÝúĦÄú½Ä½�Ħă�¶Ä�ĦÙÄ�ŌĖĝĦ�ĝĦÄē�Ýú�§�ēĖă·Äĝĝ�Ħă�½ÄĺÄòăē�§�ĝÝùēòÄ�§ú½�·ăÙÄĖÄúĦ�
·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ�ēĖăĦÄ·ĦÝĺÄ�Ò§·ĦăĖĝ�ÒĖ§ùÄĻăĖïƚ��§ĝÄ½�ăú�ĦÙÄĝÄ�Ōú½ÝúÓĝƕ�ĻÄ�Ù§ĺÄ�Ý½ÄúĦÝŌÄ½�ĝÄĺÄĖ§ò�
ēăĦÄúĦÝ§ò�úÄŀĦ�ĝĦÄēĝƔ�

• Conducting key informant interviews with types of stakeholders who were not 
ĖÄēĖÄĝÄúĦÄ½� Ýú� ĦÙÝĝ� ĝĬĖĺÄŁƕ� ĝĬ·Ù� §ĝ� ·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ� ăĖÓ§úÝŇÄĖĝƕ� úÄÝÓÙ¶ăĖÙăă½�ÓĖăĬēĝƕ� §ú½�
òă·§ò�ēăòÝĦÝ·§ò�ăĖ�ĖÄòÝÓÝăĬĝ�ÄúĦÝĦÝÄĝƚ

• Engaging with parents and community members to understand their perspectives on 
ĦÙÄ�·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ�·ăú½ÝĦÝăúĝ�ĦÙ§Ħ�ĝĬēēăĖĦ�ĦÙÄù�§ú½�ĦÙÄÝĖ�Ò§ùÝòÝÄĝ�Ħă�ĦÙĖÝĺÄƚ�

• Conducting a literature review and engaging with researchers to further explore the 
community conditions that are essential for the prevention of child abuse and neglect, 
§ú½�ēĖăùăĦÝăú�ăÒ�Ò§ùÝòŁ�ĻÄòòƪ¶ÄÝúÓ�§ú½�ÄÒÒÄ·ĦÝĺÄ�ĝĦĖ§ĦÄÓÝÄĝ�Ħă�·ĖÄ§ĦÄ�ĦÙăĝÄ�·ăú½ÝĦÝăúĝƚ

• yÄÄïÝúÓ�ÒĬú½ÝúÓ�Ħă�ĝĬēēăĖĦ�ĦÙÄĝÄ�ĖÄĝÄ§Ė·Ù�§·ĦÝĺÝĦÝÄĝƚ�
• �ÄĺÄòăēÝúÓ�§�ēăòÝ·Ł�§ÓÄú½§�ĦÙ§Ħ�Ý½ÄúĦÝŌÄĝ�ēăòÝ·ÝÄĝ�§ú½�òÄÓÝĝò§ĦÝăú�ĦÙ§Ħ�ĻÄ�¶ÄòÝÄĺÄ�ĝĬēēăĖĦ�
ĦÙÄĝÄ�·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ�·ăú½ÝĦÝăúĝƚ�

• yŁúĦÙÄĝÝŇÝúÓ�ĦÙÄ�ĖÄĝĬòĦĝ�ÒĖăù�ĦÙÝĝ�ĝĬĖĺÄŁ�§ú½�ăĦÙÄĖ�ĝăĬĖ·Äĝ�ÝúĦă�§�·ăùēĖÄÙÄúĝÝĺÄ�§ú½�
ĝĬ··Ýú·Ħ�·ăùùĬúÝĦŁ�oĖăĦÄ·ĦÝĺÄ�0§·ĦăĖĝ�0Ė§ùÄĻăĖïƚ�

To learn more about this project, download the full paper at ÙĦĦēĝƔƠƠ·ĝĝēƚăĖÓƠĖÄĝăĬĖ·ÄƠ
·ăùùĬúÝĦŁƪ·ăú½ÝĦÝăúĝƪĖÄēăĖĦƠƚ


